A Method For Using Hebrew Gematria To Help Understand Pictures 


I have tested a method of using Hebrew Gematria in order to help 
in the understanding of pictures. It should follow a prior analysis of 
a picture so that you can sort out words that have the same gematria 
number but which are not relevant to the meaning of what is in the 
photograph. Or, it can follow a prior study of the associations that 
you derive from the photograph after a study of the visual symbols 
in the photograph. When I ran my test, I selected the words Spirit 
and Abyss. They were selected because they relate well to a 
photograph I had previously analyzed—which was Minor White’s 
photograph Easter Sunday. In this way, I could compare the insights 
that I gained about the photograph from this method with my 
previous analysis of the photograph. (You can see an analysis of this 
photograph in my e-book A Master’s Guide to Pictures.) 


This method is based on the theory that Hebrew words, with the 
same Gematria Number often contain some kind of relationship or 
similarity of meaning. And, the letters in a Hebrew word can bear a 
relationship to the meaning of the word they appear in. This is 
particularly true of the first letter in a Hebrew word. 


1. Carefully select a few short words or a phrase that is the essence 
of the picture. For example, in Minor White’s photograph Easter 
Sunday, you might select the words spirit and abyss. In this 
photograph a white, spirit-like form is photographed in very dark 
(black) water. 


2. Look up these key words in a Hebrew-English dictionary. 
This will provide you with the Hebrew word that is as 
near as possible to the English word. 


. Determine the Gematria numbers for the key words, for example, 
a gematria calculator such as the one on the internet at the URL 
www.gematrix.org. It will also provide a list of words with the 
same gematria number. In this case you will be concerned with 
the words spirit and abyss. 


. Find words which have the same gematria number and that bear 
similarities or some relationship of meaning to an analysis of 
the picture performed by other methods. 


. After you compile a list of the meaningful words or phrases 
for these words, correlate them into a meaningful relationship 
with the photograph. 


. Next, you are going to do an analysis of the Hebrew letters 

that are in the words that comprise the original words that 

you have selected for analysis. For example, if you selected 

the words spirit and abyss, you will determine the Hebrew letters 
for both words, correlate the meanings of those letters, and then 
relate those meanings to your prior analysis of the photograph. 


. The Gematria Number I received for the word Spirit was 348. 
The list of words included such words as: horror, decomposing, 
death, heartbreaking, pain is coming, fate, threatened, 

the God of death, shining light, ash to ash, highest self (or soul), 
enter death, death soon, be separated, sign of elementary 
existence, exterior activity, threatened by death and coming pain 
which is insurmountable, exterior activity will have to be 
canceled. 


8. The Gematria Number I received for the word Abyss was 593. 
The list of words included: insurmountable and the need 
for help. 


9. The Hebrew letters Hei, Dalet, and Vav are in the word Spirit. 
Hei means wake up, pay attention, broken hopes. Dalet can 
mean a heavy or excessive load on a person. Vav can mean 
continuing (i.e. the situation might be a continuing one). 


10. The Hebrew letters Tav, Hei, Vav, and Samech are in the word 
Abyss. Tav can mean ending situation in need of repair, 
consummation of life, and a danger. Hei can mean Lo Behold, 
danger, need to pay attention to a situation. Vav can mean 
a situation from the past is changing into a dangerous one. 
Samech can indicate a blockage, pitfalls, we can over-extend 
going beyond what is healthy. 

11. Correlation: The photographer was in a situation where he was 

faced with insurmountable pain, heartbreak or disappointment, 

and death. Existing activities would need to be curtailed or 
canceled. The situation needed to be repaired and he would 
require help. And, the situation might be a continuing one. 

12. Conclusion: If we were to compare this Gematria analysis to the 

analysis I made of Minor White’s Easter Sunday photograph in 

A Master’s Guide to Pictures, we would find that they are very 

similar. My analysis of the photograph was done using the 

I Ching and proved to be quite accurate when I sent it to Minor 

White for his feedback. The main subject in the photograph is a 

spirit-like form in a very dark water abyss like area surrounded 

by a stone-like area. Here I selected two words that represented 
the main subject of the photograph—spirit and abyss. 


The spirit-like entity in the photograph seems to depict the subject 
of the photograph and the abyss appears to depict its fate. I did 
not analyze the stone-like area itself but stones and rocks can be a 
symbol of permanence or strength. 


The subject matter in a photograph or work of art can very often 
be influenced by the mental atmosphere surrounding the photo- 
grapher at the time a photograph is made. When such a photo- 
graph is analyzed, I believe that Synchronicity Systems and 
methods such as Hebrew Gematria can help to reveal what 
was on the photographer’s mind, or in his subconscious, at 
the time the photograph was made. Since this Gematria Analysis 
compares well with my Synchronicity System analysis of the 
Easter Sunday photograph, I believe that this Hebrew letter 
Gematria procedure is also capable of giving us insight and 
understanding to help us understand a photograph. 


Easter Sunday Photograph by Minor White 


